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The Mickey Leland Center on Word Hunger and Peace was established by Texas Southern University in 1989 following 
the death of Mickey.  From 2001 to 2012 the Center was represented online by the site listed below and located at 
www.lelandcenter.org.   The original site was designed by and hosted by Kijana Wiseman of www.moshows.com 
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Mission
The mission of the Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger
and Peace at Texas Southern University is to serve as a state
and national resource for information on the problems of
global hunger and peace.
Texas Southern University is the largest research repository
of the political documents and artifacts of the 18th
Congressional District of Houston, Texas.
The Leland Center is the custodian of the Mickey Leland
Archives and Papers. The Mickey Leland Archives are a
collection of the late Congressman Leland's files,
photographs, articles, speeches, campaigns and
memorabilia. Alison Leland the widow of the late
Congressman, donated this collection to Texas Southern
University in 1989. A search engine for researchers is being
developed for the Center¹s web page and archival material
will be available worldwide on the Internet.
The Leland Center exists to continue Mickey’s legacy by
providing leadership development and training and by
expanding opportunities for students to conduct research,
analyze public policy, experience our city, state and nations’
legislative process first-hand, and participate in international
studies and projects.
The Leland Center also serves as a conduit for University
faculty to interact and interface with the community to
create collaborative programs and forums that seek
solutions to enduring critical problems concerning hunger,
diversity, conflict resolution, reconciliation, and peace.
The Leland Center is tax exempt under Sections 501 (c)(3)
and 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. In addition,
The Mickey Leland Center is exempt from taxation based
on Article 7150, Texas Civil statutes, and Section 11. 11 of
the Texas Tax Code.
©2001-2002 The Mickey Leland Center on World Peace and Hunger
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George Thomas “Mickey” Leland
George Thomas “Mickey” Leland was born November 27,
1944, in Lubbock Texas, to Alice and George Thomas
Leland, II. Growing up in a predominately African-
American and Hispanic neighborhood, Mickey’s first
experience with the “public” was in a segregated public
school.
At an early age, he, along with his mother and brother
(William Gaston Leland), took up residence in the Fifth
Ward of Houston, Texas. As a student Mickey showed
promise early. He ranked in the top 10% of his class when
he graduated in 1964 from Phyllis Wheatley High School in
Houston, Texas. While attending Texas Southern University
(TSU) in the late 60’s Leland was a vocal leader of the local
civil rights movement and brought national leaders of the
movement to Houston. He graduated from TSU’s School of
Pharmacy in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy.
He served as an Instructor of Clinical Pharmacy at his alma
mater from 1970-71.
The TEXAS STATE LEGISLATURE:
In 1972, Mickey Leland was elected to the State Legislature
from the 88th District of Houston. He served in the Texas
House of Representatives until 1978. As a State
Representative at the Texas State Capitol in Austin, Mickey
became famous as the champion of health care rights for the
poor. State Representative Leland was elected Vice
Chairman of the Joint Committee on Prison Reform. His
work included membership on the Labor, State Affairs,
Human Resources committees, the Legislative Council and
the Subcommittee on Occupational and Industrial Safety.
The UNITED STATES CONGRESS:
In 1978, Mickey was elected to the United States Congress
from the 18th Congressional District in Houston, Texas.
Mickey’s ability to reach out to others with innovative ideas
and to gain support from unlikely sources was a key to his
success in effectively addressing the problems of the poor
and minorities. He met with Pope John Paul II about food
aid to Africa and with Fidel Castro about reuniting Cuban
families. Mickey began his Congressional career as
Freshman Majority Whip for the 96th Congress in 1979-80
and served as Majority Whip At-Large during the 97th
Congress. Mickey was appointed At-Large Whip by the
House leadership for the 100th Congress. While in the
United States Congress Leland chaired the House Select
Committee on Hunger and the Subcommittee on Postal
Operations and Services. Leland was a member of the
committee on Energy and Commerce, Health and
Environment, Energy and Power, and Post Office and Civil
Service. He also served as a member of Subcommittees on
Telecommunications and Finance, Postal Operations and
Services, Compensation and Employment.
The CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS AND
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE:
Mickey was a member of the Democratic National
Committee (DNC) from 1976-1985. In 1984, Mickey led an
eight-member House delegation to Ethiopia on a tour of
famine-stricken areas. Between 1985-86, Mickey served as
Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus for the 99th
Congress. He served as Chairman of the DNC’s Black
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Caucus in 1985, and in that capacity, served on the DNC’s
Executive Committee.
In 1983 Mickey married Alison Clark Walton. Mickey
fathered three children Jarrett, and twins, Austin and
Cameron.
In 1988 Mickey was becoming increasingly active in
international human rights and world hunger issues. He
worked endlessly to solve the problems of domestic and
international hunger and malnutrition. On August 7, 1989,
Leland was leading another humanitarian mission when a
plane carrying Mickey, members of his Congressional staff,
State Department officials, and Ethiopian nationals to a
United Nations refugee camp in Ethiopia crashed in a
mountainous region. There were no survivors.
Top
The Leland Center is tax exempt under Sections 501 (c)(3)
and 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. In addition,
The Mickey Leland Center is exempt from taxation based
on Article 7150, Texas Civil statutes, and Section 11. 11 of
the Texas Tax Code.
©2001-2002 The Mickey Leland Center on World Peace and Hunger
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Domestic Hunger and Homelessness
Mickey introduced the first comprehensive legislation to aid
the homeless, including provisions for food, health, and
educational services as well as housing. Many of these
provisions were included in the National Anti-Drug Act of
1986 and the McKinney Emergency Homeless Assistance
Act in 1987. In 1988, his legislation to provide transitional
living facilities and services for 16 to 21 year old homeless
youth, a group not specifically covered in earlier legislation,
also successfully passed Congress and was signed into law.
Mickey was the driving force for provisions in the
Emergency Hunger Prevention Act, that made food
assistance programs more accessible to those in need. This
legislation aided the family farmer by excluding all property
essential to self-employment, in determining eligibility for
Food Stamps (including land, equipment and supplies). This
legislation also authorized the Secretaries of Agriculture and
Human Services to aid states in developing simple
application forms for Food Stamps, Aid to Families with
Dependent Children and Medicaid.
Mickey introduced legislation that established a National
Commission on Infant Mortality, expanded Medicaid to all
women, infants and children in poverty and obtained
funding for projects which allowed the Centers for Disease
Control to monitor pediatric malnutrition. Leland
recognized that poor nutrition and inadequate health care
significantly increase infant mortality.
Mickey dramatically increased corporate donations to food
banks and soup kitchens by simplifying the Internal
Revenue Code reporting requirement process for
contributing businesses.
Mickey worked to improve the availability of quality food
at competitive prices in urban areas through legislation that
established a demonstration program providing for the
delivery of fresh nutritious food from farmers’ markets to
nutritionally at-risk women, infants, and children.
Mickey called attention to the nutrition and health needs of
those who suffered from hunger in America through
congressional hearings covering the urban elderly, rural
Mississippi, Alabama, and Appalachia; the reservations of
Native Americans; rural migrant workers, and residents on
the U.S. Mexican border.
The Leland Center is tax exempt under Sections 501 (c)(3)
and 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. In addition,
The Mickey Leland Center is exempt from taxation based
on Article 7150, Texas Civil statutes, and Section 11. 11 of
the Texas Tax Code.
©2001-2002 The Mickey Leland Center on World Peace and Hunger
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Mickey Leland Archives Texas Southern University is the
largest Research Repository of political documents and
artifacts if the 18th Congressional District of Houston
Texas... Considered one of the top collections of its kind in
the United States.
The Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace at
Texas Southern University administers the unpublished
papers, artifacts and audio-visual materials dealing with the
work of the late U. S. Congressman George Thomas
"Mickey" Leland III. Alison (Leland) Brisco, the widow of
the late Congressman donated his Legislative and
Congressional papers in 1989. This collection consists of the
late U. S. Congressman Leland¹s Texas Legislative and
Congressional files, photographs, articles, speeches,
campaigns audiotapes, videotapes and memorabilia. The
Mickey Leland Archives is part of the Archival Collection
of the 18th Congressional District of Houston, Texas.
Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program –
Initiated by Congressman Leland over two decades ago, the
Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program was
created to offer students the opportunity to experience our
nation’s legislative process first-hand. Since then, over 200
students from the University of Houston and Texas Southern
University have served as interns in the United States Senate
and the United States House of Representatives. Download
Congressional Internship Application
Texas Legislative Internship Program (TLIP) – In 1990,
Texas State Senator Rodney Ellis, former Chief of Staff for
Congressman Leland developed this program for students of
Texas Southern University and students enrolled in higher
education institutions throughout Texas. During legislative
sessions students accepted into the TLIP program have
served in the offices of ranking members of the Texas
Legislature, Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court. Between legislative sessions,
interns serve in the offices of elected and appointed officials
at the municipal, county, and state levels, including the
Harris County Judge and the Mayor of Houston. Students
receive academic credit and a stipend for living expenses.
Since its inception, more than 320 students have interned
with members of the Texas State Legislature. Download
Texas Legislative Internship Program
Mickey Leland International Enhancement Program
(MLIEP) – The Mickey Leland International Enhancement
Program was established in 2000 at Texas Southern
University in honor of the late Congressman Leland. The
purpose of this program is to provide undergraduate and
graduate students the opportunity to study abroad and
engage in other international exchange initiatives that
facilitate preparation for future careers in the global
workplace. Top
Houston Hunger Net.org– This is an internet-based
resource guide program for the Houston area that provides
the location, telephone number, eligibility requirements and
map based directions for most of Houston’s food pantries
and shelter centers.
Mickey Leland Center Speakers’ Bureau - Eminent
speakers, often internationally known, are invited to
conduct forums, workshops, and symposia dealing with
issues and public policy that impact human affairs. These
events are planned for a diverse audience and promotes
outreach to the world community.
Mickey Leland Volunteers Program – Volunteers are
recruited, trained and developed for various humanitarian
projects that sharpen their leadership skills for succeeding,
serving, and leading in a globally interdependent and
culturally diverse world.
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F1073007
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The Leland Center is tax exempt under Sections 501 (c)(3)
and 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. In addition,
The Mickey Leland Center is exempt from taxation based
on Article 7150, Texas Civil statutes, and Section 11. 11 of
the Texas Tax Code.
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Final Draft 8/22/02 
THE MICKEY LELAND 
CONGRESSIONAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serve as a full-time staff member in a congressional office on Capitol Hill! 
 
RECRUITMENT FOR THE SPRING 2003 INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
WILL BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 2002 
 
 
 
*Junior, Senior & Post-Baccalaureate students are eligible 
*Housing in Washington provided 
*Stipend for living expenses included 
*Applicant must be a U. S. citizen 
*All majors encouraged to apply 
 
 
Founded by the late U. S. Congressman George Thomas “Mickey” Leland, the Congressional 
Internship was created to provide minority students a first-hand experience in our nation’s 
legislature.  Since 1978, close to 200 student from Texas Southern University (TSU) and the 
University of Houston, (UH) have served as interns in the U. S. Senate and House of 
Representatives.  Upon successful completion of the program, interns earn 12-15 credit hours 
toward their degree plan. 
 
 
 
Pick up applications at:  
 
Texas Southern University                 University of Houston 
Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace  Center for Public Policy 
Jesse H. Jones School of Business Room #345   104 Heyne 
3100 Cleburne Avenue      Houston, Texas 770204-5021 
Houston, Texas 77004      (713) 743-3972 
 (713) 313-7370 
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MICKEY LELAND CONGRESSIONAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
 
 
The Need  Historically, economically disadvantaged minority students could rarely pursue employment 
opportunities as congressional staff members due to the reality that internships - the primary recruitment 
avenue - are available only to those who can financially afford to live in Washington, D.C.  These 
expenses, plus loss of income from a local job, place this opportunity beyond the reach of many students.  
While the Mickey Leland Congressional Internship operates under the guidelines established by the 
Hopwood opinion of the 5th Circuit Federal Court, it continues to offer opportunities for members of the 
diverse student population at Houston’s two largest public universities. 
 
Program Information  The program is coordinated on a strictly voluntary basis through the UH Center 
for Public Policy, the TSU Career Planning and Placement Office under the guidance of Mr. Harry Clack, 
Director of Recruitment and Placement at Texas Southern University.  Intern selection and work 
evaluation is overseen by Dr. Richard Murray, Director of the UH Center for Public Policy & Professor of 
Political Science, Dr. Kent Tedin, UH Chair & Professor of Political Science, and Ms. Renee Cross, CPP 
Director of Government Internship Programs, and Mr. J. Don Boney, Interim Director of the Mickey 
Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace.  The program’s only paid position is its Washington 
coordinator who presents weekly seminars as well as other on-site support. 
 
Juniors and seniors who are U.S. citizens and meet socio-economic criteria are eligible to apply (Transfer 
students are not eligible until after one year at either UH or TSU).  The application period begins in 
October.  The interviewing process, including selection and notification, occurs in November.  A panel 
representing each coordinating entity selects the interns based on their program application, personal 
interviews and leadership potential.   The selected interns then register for 12-15 academic hours for the 
spring semester in December. 
 
In January, the interns attend a reception held in their honor.  They have the opportunity to meet 
corporate sponsors, local public officials, and faculty and staff from UH and TSU.  They also have the 
opportunity to hear personal accounts from previous interns.  In addition, they receive a written 
guideline, as well as their first stipend check and airline tickets. 
 
Capitol Activity   Once in Washington, the interns are immediately involved in the action of the U. S. 
Congress.  They assist in research and the drafting of legislation.  The interns also attend committee 
hearings, work on special projects, and assist in general office operations. 
 
After four months of Capitol activity, seminars, and written assignments, the interns return to Houston.  
The grade earned for the credit hours is based upon an internship evaluation and written assignments 
including a daily journal.  Most importantly, the interns return with a broader global perspective which 
can affect their lives, as well as their future career plans. 
 
Results and Benefits  The number and quality of applicants for the Mickey Leland Congressional 
Internship Program steadily increases each year.  The program has earned the reputation for providing 
the interns with a real-world experience often leading to careers in professions such as law, political 
science, communications, psychology, and education.  Currently, the alumni roster includes lawyers, 
educators, government staff, media specialists, social workers, and other successful professionals. 
 
Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program Application 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
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Permanent Address:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Current Address:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:____________________________  Alternate Telephone:_____________________ 
 
Email Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age:_________________________________ Social Security:___________________________ 
 
Major(s):_____________________________ Minor(s):________________________________ 
 
Cumulative GPA:______________________ Classification:____________________________ 
 
Are you a U.S. citizen?___________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever applied for financial aid?____________________________________________ 
 
Do you have any dependents and if so, how many?___________________________________ 
 
What course work have you completed that you think is relevant to a congressional internship? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Have you ever worked on a political campaign or been involved in any other governmental or 
political activity? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Page 1 of 2 
List any technical skills that you have which may be beneficial to a congressional office including all 
software proficiencies, typing, and photography. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List the names and departments of two faculty members who can comment on your performance. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Essay question: Discuss you interest in the Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program on a 
separate page.  Discuss your motivations and how the internship would benefit your academic 
interests, as well as your long-term careers plans.  In addition, include how you could be an asset 
to a congressional office. 
 
Please attach a copy of your resume, official transcript, and one letter on recommendation to the 
completed application and return to: 
 
Texas Southern University 
Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace 
3100 Cleburne Avenue 
Houston, Texas 77004 
Attn: J. Don Boney 
  (713) 313-7370 phone 
  (713) 313-1981 fax 
 
 
If you are a University of Houston student, please return to: 
 
  University of Houston Center for Public Policy 
  Heyne Building, Room 104 
  Houston, Texas 77204-5021 
  Attn: Renee Cross 
  (713) 743-3972 
 
For more information about the Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program, please visit  
www. lelandcenter.org 
 
 
Page 2 of 2 
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TLIP Application 
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TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 
 
MICKEY LELAND CENTER ON WORLD HUNGER AND PEACE 
TEXAS LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
Sponsored by 
State Senator Rodney Ellis 
 
 
APPLICATION 
 
(Please Type)         Date________________________ 
 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
 
 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Last)              (First) (Middle) 
 
 
Date of Birth:________________________________          SSN:________________________________________  
 
 
Address (Current):______________________________________________________________________________ 
   (Street)                                        (City)                                 (State)             (Zip) 
 
Address (Permanent):____________________________________________________________________________ 
   (Street)                                        (City)                                 (State)             (Zip) 
 
E-Mail Address: _____________________________ 
 
 
Home Phone: (____)_____________________________  Business Phone: (____)_________________________ 
 
 
Cell Phone:   (____)_____________________________ 
 
 
Emergency Contact:____________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 (Name) (Address) 
 
 
 __________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 (Phone) (Relationship) 
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TLIP Application 
Page 2 of 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current Major: _____________________________             G.P.A.______________________________________  
 
Minor (s)__________________________________ 
 
Enrollment Status:    [    ]    Full Time    [    ]   Part Time  Projected Graduation Date:______________________    
 
 
Credit Hours Needed to Maintain Projected Graduation Date During Period of Internship:_____________________ 
 
 
Classification:  [   ]   Graduate    [   ]   Law    [   ]    Senior    [   ]    Junior     [   ]    Sophomore     [   ]   Freshman 
 
 
Indicate Financial Aid (if any):  [    ]  Pell Grant     [    ]   Student Loan      [   ]    Scholarship    [   ]  Work-Study  
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
1. How would you describe your level of political interest? (Check one and explain.) 
 
                     [    ]  Very High                         [     ]     High                         [    ]    Moderate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Have you ever worked in a political campaign or been involved in any other governmental or political activity? 
If yes, please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
        College or University   Dates Attended        Completed              Graduated                 Degree 
(Name and Location)           Hours  (Yes/No)                 Received 
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TLIP Application 
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3. How would the Texas Legislative Internship Program complement your current academic interests and your 
future career goals? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Do you have any particular skills which you have developed/mastered that will be beneficial to a legislative 
office, such as word processing, research, developing data bases, written and oral communication, etc.? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Please explain why you are interested in the Texas Legislative Internship Program. (Attach additional sheets.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What course work have you completed that you think is relevant to a legislative internship? 
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TLIP Application 
Page 4 of 4 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
 
In order to complete the application, include the following: 
 
1. A Writing Sample (A Current Issue Essay or a Research Paper) It should be typed, double spaced, and 
properly documented if the sample is a research paper. 
 
 
2. An Official Transcript to Verify Enrollment 
 
 
3. Proof of Financial Aid 
 
 
4. Two Letters of Recommendation (Sealed) 
 
 
5. A Resume 
 
 
6.     Wallet-size photo 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 
Contact: J. Don Boney, Interim Executive Director 
   Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace 
   Texas Southern University 
   3100 Cleburne 
   Houston, Texas 77004 
Telephone:  (713) 313-7370 
Fax:   (713) 313-1981 
E-mail:   fizer_vo@tsu.edu 
 
 
TRANSMITTAL OF APPLICATION: 
 
Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace 
Texas Southern University 
c/o J. Don Boney, Interim Executive Director 
3100 Cleburne 
Houston, Texas 77004 
 
Deadline for Submitting Application for Spring 2003 Class: November 1, 2002 
 
For more information about TLIP please visit www.lelandcenter.org. 
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or 
 
State Senator Rodney Ellis web-site at www.____________________ 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS OF INTERNS 
 
The following conditions must exist to meet the qualifications for the TLIP: 
 
1. The intern must complete and submit an official application, resume, two letters of 
recommendation, official transcript showing at least 60 hours of post-secondary 
education, a writing sample, proof of financial aid (if applicable) and verification of 
enrollment before being approved to start his/her training.  
 
2. The internship must cover the duration of an academic semester in order for the intern to 
receive the maximum semester credit hours. 
 
3. The intern must report to his/her assigned post punctually and carry out his/her 
responsibilities according to the office assigned. 
 
4. The intern must record his/her experiences (descriptions of tasks) in a daily journal to be 
submitted to the Mickey Leland Center Coordinator and the intern’s professor of record 
at the end of the internship. 
 
5. The intern must perform other assigned projects germane to his/her experiential training, 
including writing reports, conducting research, assisting with program development and 
logistical planning, and attending lectures and symposiums. 
 
6. During the internship, the intern must be available for at least two on-site evaluations. 
 
7. The intern will be assigned to an office where he/she can receive training under the 
guidance of a person (s) with expertise in a particular field. 
 
8. The off-campus intern must select housing near the location of his/her post. 
 
9. The intern must dress according to assigned office policy for the duration of the 
internship. 
 
10. The intern’s conduct must be exemplary.  Unprofessional behavior shall be reason for 
dismissal. 
 
11. The intern must sign and date the TLIP agreement. 
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12. Interns must provide the TLIP Administrator with an official verification of enrollment at 
the following times during the internship semester: after the 15th day class roll: by March 
15th and by May 11th.  Verification of enrollment must include academic and financial 
standing for the period of the internship. 
 
 
 
 
TEXAS LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
 
Sponsored by  
State Senator Rodney Ellis 
 
 
 
 
The Texas Legislative Internship Program (TLIP), begun in 1990, is sponsored by Texas State 
Senator Rodney Ellis.  TLIP is administered by the Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and 
Peace at Texas Southern University.  The program provides opportunities for undergraduate, 
graduate and law students to serve as interns in the Texas Legislature, state agencies, and in local 
government. 
 
 
Students receive a minimum of six and maximum of twelve academic credit hours for 
participating in TLIP, which combines academic study and research with supervised practical 
training.  Undergraduate and graduate students interested in the political process and in the kind 
of humanitarian services exemplified by the late Congressman Mickey Leland are encouraged to 
apply for the internship.  A TLIP internship lasts for one academic semester and affords students 
an opportunity to experience public service firsthand. 
 
 
Senator Ellis serves as advisor to the interns, while his office assists in coordinating on-site 
activities.  During legislative sessions, TLIP interns are placed in the offices of ranking members 
of the Legislature as well as the offices of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court.  Between legislative sessions, interns serve in the offices of elected 
and appointed officials at the municipal, county, and state levels, including the Harris County 
Judge and the Mayor of Houston.  Working at these levels provides unique opportunities for 
interns to interact with officials and to acquire firsthand knowledge of critical issues facing our 
community and state. 
 
 
Interns are involved in all facets of the governmental process.  They are exposed to the 
legislative process of both houses of the Texas Legislature.  They view county and municipal 
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government from the ground up.  Their experiences often serve as the springboard for selecting 
public service careers.  In fact, many TLIP interns continue to work in public service at the 
federal, state, and local levels of government as well as key positions in the private sector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEXAS LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
STATE SENATOR RODNEY ELLIS 
MICKEY LELAND CENTER FOR WORLD HUNGER AND PEACE 
SPRING, 2003, SESSION PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 
 
THE PROGRAM 
The Texas Legislative Program, sponsored by State Senator Rodney Ellis and coordinated by the Mickey 
Leland Center, provides undergraduate and graduate students with the opportunity to serve as interns in 
the Texas Legislature, various state agencies, and local government.  Students who are interested in public 
policy and the humanitarian service exemplified by the late Congressman Mickey Leland are encouraged 
to apply.   
    
ACADEMIC CREDIT 
Interns must be enrolled in an academic institution and receive credit for their internship experience.  
Interns are responsible for their academic admissions and enrollment in the necessary courses.   Interns 
may earn up to 12 hours of academic credit by fulfilling independent study course requirements related to 
their internship experience. 
 
PROGRAM DETAILS  
The Spring, 2003 session will last from January 21 -  June 2, 2003, with a few days of orientation prior to 
that.  Interns receive a stipend for their participation in the program.  For the Spring, 2003 session, the 
stipend will total $6,000.  Interns are responsible for housing, transportation, and other expenses during 
their stay in Austin.  
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
Interns will be assigned to work in the office of a ranking member of the Legislature or other elected 
official.  The position requires the ability to perform and manage a number of diverse activities, including 
drafting legislation, floor statements, articles, press releases, legislative summaries, and hearing agendas.  
Good judgment, independent thinking, a high degree of ingenuity and resourcefulness are critical to the 
successful management of an intern’s responsibilities. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Eligible students will have completed at least 60 undergraduate hours at an accredited college or 
university.  Exceptional skills in writing, composition, and computer literacy are required. 
 
THE APPLICATION 
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Interested students may request the TLIP Application by calling the Mickey Leland Center at (713) 313-
7370.  Completed applications will include a writing sample (essay or term paper), an official transcript, 
verification of enrollment, proof of financial aid (if applicable), and two letters of recommendation. 
 
DEADLINE 
The deadline for submitting the TLIP Application for the Spring, 2003 session is November 1, 2002.  
Applications and questions may be submitted to the Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace, 
Texas Southern University, 3100 Cleburne, Houston, Texas 77004.  
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730021
africaprotest-72rb_jpg graduationspeech-72rb_jpg
lookingathunger-bw_jpg mickey-bishoptutu-72rb_jpg
mickeyandbillCosbey-72rb_jpg mickeyandformerpres_-72rb_jpg
mickeyatmike-72rb_jpg mickeyatstockmarket_-72rb_jpg
mickeycloseup-72rb_jpg mickeyinameeting_-72rb_jpg
mickeyinameeting-72rb_jpg mickeyinhugemeeting-72rb_jpg
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730022
mickeylaughs-friends-72rb_jpg mickeynexttocar-72rb_jpg
mickeyonspotlight-72rb_jpg mickeyonthephone_-72rb_jpg
mickeyplaysdrums-72rb_jpg mickeypointswithpen-72rb_jpg
mickeyraiseshandtohand-72rb_jpg mickeyshakeshands-72rb_jpg
mickeyspeaksfacetoface-72rb_jpg mickeyspeakstocrowd-72rb_jpg
mickeystadsbookshelf-72rb_jpg mickeytalksinoffice-72rb_jpg
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730023
mickeytalkstoacaman-72rb_jpg mickeywithOprah-72rb_jpg
officephoto-group-72rb_jpg poringgrain-bw_jpg
posesscapitalbuilding-72rb_jpg starvingperson-bw_jpg
talkstokidsoutside-72rb_jpg withchildindoorway-bw_jpg
withseniors-bw_jpg
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730024
1 2
3 4
5 6
7 8
9 10
11 12
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730025
13 14
15 16
17 18
19 20
21 22
23 24
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730026
25 26
27 28
29 30
31 32
33 34
35 36
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730027
37 38
39 40
41 42
handshake1 handshake2
handshake3 handshake4
hyodbensin lelandAndWash
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730028
lelandAndWashington lelandAtWhiteHouse
lelandCaringChild lelandDemocraticConv
lelandEndofTable lelandEndofTable2
lelandEthiopia2 lelandEthiopia3
lelandEthiopia4 lelandEthiopia5
lelandEthiopia6 lelandEthiopia7
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730029
lelandEthiopia8 lelandEthiopia9
lelandEthiopia010 lelandEthiopia011
lelandEthiopia012 lelandEthiopia013
lelandEthiopia014 lelandEthiopia015
lelandEthiopia016 lelandEthiopia017
lelandEthiopia018 lelandEthiopiaChildren
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730030
lelandEthiopiaMeeting lelandGettingGrain
lelandJesseJackson lelandMarket
lelandOfficeGroupPhoto lelandResturant
lelandRevAllen lelandSpeaksOut
lelandWife lelandWithAlSharpton
lelandWithBishop lelandWithFamily
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730031
lelandWithFamily2 lelandWithSon
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730032
Congressional Hunger Center
http://www.hungercenter.org/national/nat.htm
USAID Leland Initiative
http://www.usaid.gov/regions/afr/leland/
Texas National Resource Conservation Commission: The
Mickey Leland Environmental Internship Program
http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/admin/employ/intern/
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Community Food Security Initiative
http://www.reeusda.gov/food_security/scgc/micklele.htm
USAID Leland Initiative
http://www.usaid.gov/regions/afr/leland/newbio.htm
The Leland Center is tax exempt under Sections 501 (c)(3)
and 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. In addition,
The Mickey Leland Center is exempt from taxation based on
Article 7150, Texas Civil statutes, and Section 11. 11 of the
Texas Tax Code.
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Scope
The George Thomas “Mickey" Leland Papers stored at the
Jesse H. Jones School of Business. The collection includes
correspondence, newspaper and magazine articles,
photographs, tapes/slides and personal items of Mickey’s.
Some materials in the collection date from the early 1970’s
to the late 1980’s.
The collection is divided into four series: Correspondence,
Photographs, Tapes/Slides and Personal. Much of the
collection concentrates on Mickey’s congressional days.
The correspondence consists of letters to and from Mickey
to various members of Congress, constituents, friends and
other elected officials. The photographs consists of a large
array of pictures of Mickey with various dignitaries
including President Jimmy Carter, Menachem Began,
Anwar Sadat, the 14th Dali Lama and Bishop Desmond
Tutu. (A very small number of pictures have some water
damage). The tapes consist of interviews (video and audio)
of Mickey regarding humanitarian trips he took, PSA’s and
documentaries, and hunger related issues. The slides contain
pictures of Mickey on various humanitarian trips and at
various function and events. The personal items consists
mainly of items that belonged to Mickey including a ’13
television, photo albums, signature stamps, posters, and
items of Mickey’s from the plane wreck that killed him.
The Mickey Leland Center on World Hunger and Peace at
Texas Southern University administers the unpublished
papers, artifacts, and audio visual materials dealing with the
work of the late U.S. Congressman George Thomas
"Mickey" Leland lll. Alison (Leland) Brisco, the widow of
the late Congressman, donated his congressional papers to
Texas Southern University in 1989. The Mickey Leland
Archives & Library is a part of the Archives Collection of
the 18th Congressional District of Houston, Texas, located
at Texas Southern University. His papers document Leland's
public service career from 1970 to 1989 and provide a
political perspective on the history and culture of Houston,
its 88th State District, and the 18th U.S. Congressional
District during those years.
The collection features papers and records of local political
and civic leaders; labor, professional and ethnic
organizations; artists, authors and activist groups. It reveals
that Leland successfully represented the interests of
Houston's liberals and conservatives, African Americans,
Hispanics and whites, rich and poor, in order to become one
of the most durable and successful advocates for hunger
relief and the interests of the homeless in the history of
American politics.
The Leland Papers span turbulent years from Nixon,
Vietnam, and Watergate; through Reagan and Reagonomics;
to Bush and the Recession. They reveal the evolution of
Leland's political philosophy and career, from his youthful
black militant protests, when he arrived in Austin as a
freshman legislator dressed in an African Dashiki, to his
arrival on the Washington scene sporting a Giorgio Armani
suit. The collection reveals his uncanny ability to use
whatever tools were available to "make a difference" and
"get beyond words" to solve the problems of hunger and
suffering.
The Leland Papers cover a variety of topics: health care
rights for the poor, prison reform, police harassment and
brutality, racial discrimination, affirmative action, budget
discrimination in higher education, labor legislation, political
election organization, infant mortality, minority rights in
business, health education, parks and recreation for the
indigent, apartheid and racial discrimination issues world
wide, third world development, emergency shelters for the
homeless, nutrients for the malnourished, and food security
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for victims of hunger,
For Leland's constituents, the papers document especially
well his involvement in issues and projects of particular
concern to the people he represented. The diverse
conditions existing in the 18th Congressional District
required of Leland extraordinary flexibility. He managed
issues ranging from mass transportation, urban planning and
neighborhood protection to energy legislation and domestic
oil production.
The collection verifies Leland's role as a champion of
minority issues and a promoter of the economic
development of his state. He focused on trade issues for
state products with the Pacific Rim countries, and
developed special projects such as Houston's Economic
Conference.
The Leland Papers are a significant addition to the political
papers entrusted to Texas Southern University.
Congressional papers at the University also include those of
the former Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, who preceded
Mickey Leland in representing the 18th Congressional
District in Congress. The Leland Papers expand the
University's acquisition, access, and preservation program
and constitute a major collection in the Southwest.
For a list of all archives "click here".
Top
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A Speech 
 
House of Representatives: A Need for a Select Committee on Hunger. Hon. Mickey 
Leland, Tuesday, April 27,1982 
 
Mr. LELAND. Mr. Speaker, a recent study prepared by the Congressional Research 
Service reveals since 1954, the United States has spent $32 billion to purchase 292 
million metric tons of domestic farm products for use as foreign aid food. An additional 
$2.3 billion has been spent to transport the donated food aid and an extra $1.042 billion 
has been spent to pay for the added cost of transporting confessional aid in higher 
priced U.S. vessels. This year, transportation costs will have nearly one-fourth of the 
total program. Almost 40 percent of the budget allocated for food donations and 12 
percent of the confessional sales budget will be spent on transportation. 
 
While only 3 to 4 percent of total agricultural exports in recent years have been 
subsidized though the food aid program, most agricultural policy makers view the 
program as an important market development and supply management tool. The 
foreign policy community generally finds the food aid program a valuable one. 
 
However, each year between 13 and 15 million children in developing countries die 
unnecessarily from the combined effects of malnutrition and various diseases and this 
number grows annually. The head of the World Food Council recently noted that the 
food demand was rising by 3.3 percent annually, through a combination of population 
increases, averaging 2.5 percent annually, and a high-income elasticity of demand for 
food. 
 
The 1980 U.S. Government study “The Global 2000 Report to the President of the 
U.S.: Entering the 21st Century" projected that food consumption in developing 
countries as a group is expected to increase by 9 percent in the year 2000. 
 
The problem of world hunger is one that was recognized last fall at the Cancun 
summit meeting of word leaders. Eight heads of government were from developed 
nations while 14 were representing developing nations. One of the several issues that 
were focused on was food security and agricultural development. This summit meeting 
reflected a growing sense of urgency about world development problems in the area of 
food, security. 
 
In February 1980, the Commission members of the Brandt Commission issued a 
unanimous report in which they wrote: The crisis through which international relations 
and 
 
the world economies are now passing present great dan 
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ger.. . The gap, which separates rich and poor countries a gap so wide that at the 
extremes people seem to 
 
live in different worlds ... has not been sufficiently recognized in this crisis. 
 
... We have all come to agree that fundamental changes are essential ... if we are 
to avoid a serious breakdown of the world economy in the decades of the 
eighties and nineties, and to give it a new stimulus to 
 
function in the interest of all the world's people. 
 
Compelled by these concerns, Mr. Gilman and I have introduced legislation to 
establish the Select Committee on Hunger, House Resolution 424. We believe 
that a Select Committee on Hunger can be the appropriate vehicle to best 
address and focus on the hunger problem both on the domestic and international 
front. The select committee would serve as a mechanism for assessing hunger 
issue in a comprehensive manner - issues that currently cut across the 
jurisdiction of a number of standing committees. 
 
The select committee's principal objective would be to fashion from its 
assessment of hunger issues a suggested program of related legislative 
proposals outlining a more effective U.S. hunger policy. 
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Leland's Milestones 
 
OP Domestic Hunger and Homelessness 
 
1. Introduced the first comprehensive legislation to aid the homeless, including 
provisions for food, health, and edu 
cational services as well as housing. Many of these provisions were included in the 
National Anti-Drug Act of 1986 and the McKinney Emergency Homeless Assistance Act 
in 1987. 11 1988, Representative Leland's legislation to provide transitional living 
facilities and services for 16 to 21 year old homeless: youth, a group not specifically 
covered in earlier legislation, als( passed. 
 
2. Introduced legislation that was subsequently enacted t( establish a National 
Commission on Infant Mortality and t( expand Medicaid to all women, infants, and 
children in poverty. He recognized that poor nutrition and inadequate health car 
contributed to infant mortality. 
 
3. Called attention to the nutrition and health needs of those who suffered from hunger 
in rural America through hearing! Covering rural Mississippi, Alabama, and Appalachia; 
the reservations of Native Americans, the urban elderly, rural migrant workers, and 
residents on the U.S.-Mexican border. 
 
4. Worked to improve the availability of quality food at competitive prices in urban areas 
through legislation that established a demonstration program providing for the delivery 
of fresh nutritious foods from farmers' markets to nutritionally at-risk~ women, infants, 
and children. 
 
5. Worked persistently to make food assistance programs more accessible to those in 
need and provided impetus for provisions of the Emergency Hunger Prevention Act, 
which achieved the following: 
 
a. Aided the family farmer by excluding all property essential to self-employment, 
including land, equipment, and supplies in determining eligibility for Food Stamp 
benefits. 
 
b. Authorized the Secretaries of Agriculture and Human Services to aid states in 
developing simple application forms for Food Stamps, Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children, and Medicaid. 
 
6. Obtained funding for projects which allowed the Centers for Disease Control to 
monitor pediatric malnutrition. 
 
P 
 
7. Added to corporate donations to food banks and soup kitchens by obtaining a 
change in the Internal Revenue Code that simplified the reporting requirement process 
for contributing businesses. 
On International Hunger and Homelessness 
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1. Co-authored (with Ben Gilman, Representative from New York) legislation to 
establish the House Select Committee on Hunger. Appointed Chairman of the 
Committee when it was established in February 1984. 
 
2. Focused attention on both the emergency and developmental food needs in Africa. In 
1984, he led a congressional delegation to the camps of famine victims in Ethiopia. He 
initiated the effort to obtain $800 million for assistance to drought-ridden Africa and 
organized entertainment personalities and religious and private voluntary organizations 
to generate public support. 
 
3. Proposed in 1987 a joint U.S.-Soviet food initiative to Mozambique. He also met with 
Pope Paul 11 to request his intervention in Africa. He obtained funds to support 
Ethiopian children who became orphans during the famine. 
 
4. Sought to increase through hearings, reports and appropriations an understanding of 
the developmental needs of Africa, particularly those of the family farmer. 
 
5. Traveled (in August 1989) on his sixth official visit to Africa since 1982 to render 
assistance to the Ethiopian refugees. 
 
6. Led committee efforts to increase funding for basic needs in developing countries, i.e. 
primary health care initiatives, including UNICEF's child/survival activities and Vitamin A 
Programs, expanded the use of U.S. commodities in alleviating hunger, and 
encouraged micro enterprise credit programs for the poor. 
 
7. Introduced Women in Developing Nations legislation to expand resources available 
to women through the U.S. foreign aid programs in 1987 and again in 1988 with former 
Representative Pat Schroeder, D-CO, and Senator Barbara Mikulski, D-MD. The 
legislation's funding provisions were adopted in 1988. 
 
Congressman Leland worked diligently on this effort because he recognized the 
important role of women in alleviating hunger and poverty throughout the world. 
 
8. Spoke out on the right of U.S. citizens to provide humanitarian assistance to civilians 
of any nation when he interceded in support of the Veterans Convoy's attempt to deliver 
food and medical supplies in Nicaragua. 
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9. Introduced legislation establishing an International Health Corps. 
 
Established (with the cooperation of Representatives 10. Howard Wolpe, 
D-Michigan; the late Bill Emerson, R-MO, and Gary Ackerman, D-NY) Operation 
Life Line Sudan in 1988. 
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LIFELINE, Save the Children Quarterly, Winter 1987. 
 
 
The Intrepid Soul of Mickey Leland.  
 
Capitol Hill's Champion for the Homeless and Hungry.  
 
by Betty Woodward, Director of Public Information for Save the Children. 
 
It has been said of Mickey Leland that "in his soul he believes in what he does." Soul aside, 
the rest of him definitely responds to his beliefs. 
 
With the buzzer going off in the Congressman's office, indicating only nine minutes to a 
House vote, Mickey Leland heads for the door. But it takes only eight minutes for him to race 
down the corridor, catch the elevator, stride the length of the underground parking lot, jump into 
a "members only" subway car, cram into another elevator and dash onto the Floor. 
 
Minutes later, vote cast, the "soul" reasserts itself. 
 
"Yes, I voted against the Immigration Bill," he states emphatically. 
 
"While I support the amnesty provision in the bill, I'm against the employee sanctions. They 
will prohibit people getting jobs. And it's more than a political problem, it's a human one. Look, 
I'd cross the Rio Grande too if it meant I could get work and provide for my family." 
 
Concern for family extends beyond the usual definition of the word for Mickey Leland, 
however. He is, as he terms it, a "universalist." 
 
"I don't recognize national boundaries. I believe we all have an obligation to the 'family hood' 
of the world," he continues, gathering steam. 
 
"Look how we've failed Africa, for example. We've raped it of its natural resources, even its 
humanity. Ill-fated governments and leaders of African countries have not had to respond to 
pressure from other governments that should have been exerted. We've come very late to realize 
that they deserve our attention." 
 
Congressman Leland's "soul" erupts when he discusses Africa. As Chairman of the House 
Select Committee on Hunger, responsible for looking at both national and international 
problems, he was in Ethiopia in late 1984, when the devastating famine there was beginning to 
make headlines here in America. "The recent allegations implying our emergency assistance was 
diverted, misused or wasted are without any basis of fact," he fumes. "There is no question that 
the United States Government and private agencies like Save the Children performed with 
integrity and remarkable efficiency under difficult conditions. Of all U.S. food assistance sent to 
Ethiopia, close to 800,000 metric tons since the end of 1984, only 50,000 tons was delivered 
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through their government.... The aid provided was not aid for the government of Ethiopia; it was 
for the people of Ethiopia. It was food, water and medicine for children and families who would 
not have survived without it. The generosity of the American people, reflecting long-established 
American values, served an incredible humanitarian purpose." But Leland's passionate interest in 
seeing that hungry people are fed is not restricted to the continent of Africa. 
 
Upon receipt in October of a Presidential End Hunger Award, he remarked that we must be 
"determined to keep hunger on the public agenda until it is wiped off the face of the earth." He 
froths at the irony that it is impossible, as he says, for half of the world's people to purchase a 
nutritious meal while granaries are bursting. Yet he resists the temptation to simply rely on 
handing out food as the answer. 
 
'The poor can help themselves if they are given the freedom, the tools and the credit to set up 
income-generating activities. And it is not just in the Third World." What about America itself? 
"The gulf is spreading, the disparity between rich and poor, with the downturn of the economy," 
he says. "Unemployment used to be 3 percent in Houston. Now it is 9.7 percent. Jobs are one 
answer. Develop a job training program ... But while we are doing that we have to teed those 
hungry people. We have to enhance the food stamp program. Social services have been 
diminished. WIC (Women, Infants and Children) assistance program, food stamps, are all cut 
back. We are in a war here, all right. But it is more than a war on poverty. It's a fight to save our 
humanity." 
 
But Congressman Leland is astute enough to know that in this war there is more than one 
front on which to fight. A number of the provisions in the Homeless Persons Survival Act he 
introduced in the House last summer, for example, were attached to last October's Drug Bill. The 
legislation will make federal food and job training programs and other benefits more readily 
accessible to the homeless and assist individuals who are about to be released from mental health 
institutions. The bill itself is the first comprehensive Federal response to the crisis of 
homelessness and was reintroduced (H.R. 286) in the 1 00th Congress. And as Chairman of the 
House Select Committee on Hunger, he has held hearings on such critically important issues as 
the population growth rate, environmental decline and natural resource mismanagement in the 
third world, immunizing all children by 1990 and how multilateral development banks can help 
meet the credit needs of the world's poor. 
 
This is a fight he has every intention of winning. 
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The Washington Post, Friday, September 27,1985: 
 
The Heart and the Hunger 
 
For Rep. Mickey Leland, a Calling 
and an Unconventional Plan 
 
-By Jacqueline Trescott, Washington Post Staff Writer 
 
 
Rep. Mickey Leland (D-Tex.) was in an Ethiopian refugee camp, standing at what he called "the 
end of the earth." An official was explaining the desolation; Leland was looking at it. 
 
"I was asking him about this little id who looked to be about 70 or 80 years old - a skeleton of a 
person with a thin layer of brown skin draped on her, who had just a faint breath of life in her," 
says Leland, speaking slowly, with a sorrowful resonance. "While I was talking to him, she died. 
I can see her face right now. Everyday I can see her face." The girl was 14. 
 
Filled with hopelessness and impatient with the talk of statistics and plans, Leland walked 
away from the visiting congressional delegation. Then he ran into a child who spoke English and 
who wanted to know his name. "He started repeating “Mickey, Mickey,"' recalls Leland. And in 
that instant, Leland found a way to "give them some good feelings about themselves." The U.S. 
congressman and the Ethiopian children chanted together. First, "Mickey….Mickey" for about 
30 minutes. Then a kid yelled "Disco," and a new chant echoed around the barren camp. 
 
By this point the entire delegation was watching the exchange of instant love. "Then I said, 'l, 
'they said 'I,' I said 'love,' they said 'love,' and I said 'you' and they said 'you.' They were happy 
kids at that point," says Leland, 10 months and 7,000 miles away in a congressional dining room, 
recalling the moment he gained "an even larger heart." 
 
In the past year, the 40-year old four-term congressman from Houston has applied what his 
friends call his "humanity" to influential tasks as chairman of the House Select Committee on 
Hunger and of the Congressional Black Caucus which is holding its annual legislative weekend 
through Sunday. "I am now an activist on behalf of humanity everywhere, whether it is in 
Ethiopia ... South Africa ... Chile ... in any part of the world where people are desperate and 
hungry for the freedoms and rights deserve as human beings," he says. "That is my community, 
that is my battleground." 
 
But Leland's word is not limited to the 1980s wars on hunger. He also plunges into more 
politically risky business. He currently opposes the U.S. Conference of Bishops in their support 
of Leland grew up in a working class neighborhood of Houston. He says he learned his values 
from the sacrifices of his mother, a teacher who had put herself through school working as a 
short-order cook. 
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Health and hunger issues aren't new to him. As a pharmacy student at Texas Southern, Leland 
was attracted to the work of the Medical Committee for Human Rights, a group of health 
professionals who established free health clinics, and the Black Panther Party, which was giving 
free breakfasts to school children and operating free clinics. He led a student group to invite 
Stoically Carmichael and other young civil rights leaders to campus. "They were expressing the 
anger and anguish of black people at that time. They were the ones who would step up and be 
bold enough to challenge the white establishment. I was impressed with that," says Leland. 
Houston, which was not in the vanguard of civil rights and antiwar activities, was surprised at 
this emerging leader, who formed a group called The Black Community Action Team - or The 
Black Cats. 
 
His political influences - which ranged from Malcolm X to writer Amiri Baraka to Tanzanian 
president Julius Nyerere - along with his look at the time - dashikis and a seven-inch 
Afro - naturally led to his being labeled a radical. "I never considered myself to be radical 
because I fought for the rights of human beings," he says. In the years between college and 
politics, he helped establish three health clinics in Houston and then taught at Texas Southern for 
a year. 
 
In 1972, Leland began to focus on establishment politics as a continuation of his activism, 
and won his first race for the Texas House of Representatives. In Austin, he championed health 
issues, battling the pharmaceutical lobby by pushing for a generic substitution bill and for 
legislation to make it harder for kids to buy over-the-counter cough medicine, which they were 
using as a stimulant. 
 
But his impact was broader than the issues he focused on. "He could legitimately have been 
called a focal point in changing attitudes toward minorities. He showed that minorities in Texas 
were a coming political force," says Rep. Ronald Coleman (D-Tex.), who shared a desk with 
Leland in Austin. 
 
When former Texas representative Barbara Jordan announced she was retiring, Leland 
decided to go for the national arena. "The legislature had closed in on me." So the summer he 
planned to spend on a kibbutz he ran for Congress instead, and at age 33 beat two more 
established politicians. 
 
In the 13 years Leland has been an elected politician, he has developed a reputation for 
coalition building. "There are people inside [the House] who are more effective. But Mickey just 
needs more time in a day. His strength is in building that network inside and out," says Rep. Bill 
Richardson (D-N.Mex.). A close friend, Richardson talks about Leland's hyperactivity: "When 
we are both in town on Saturdays, we have gone to see three movies in a day to catch up with the 
way normal people live. One time we saw 'Rambo', 'Missing in Action' and 'Back to the Future'. 
Mickey works and plays hard and he is effective both ways." 
 
Leland started to advocate a caucus on world hunger when he joined Congress in 1979. At 
first he ran up against a stone wall. He was opposed by people who thought another select 
committee was crazy. And he was opposed by congressmen who thought he was infringing on 
their turf of foreign relations, agriculture and appropriations. He kept trying. 
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After four years, when even the horrors he described from a 1983 trip to Ethiopia didn't sway 
the sentiment, Leland, as he puts it, 'Went to the people". He rallied all the organizations that had 
hunger issues on their portfolio. Then he called in the celebrities, such as John Denver, Valerie 
Harper and Cliff Robertson. Then Speaker of the House Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr. lent his 
prestige. Finally, Leland invited members who felt their turf was being threatened to be members 
of the caucus. Authorized in the spring of 1984, the committee in one year has provided the 
momentum and visibility that resulted in $800 million appropriated for famine relief. 
 
In the range of telecommunications issues Leland has advocated, he has met greatest 
resistance on his push for stricter hiring percentages for minorities and women. "Two or three 
years ago, he wanted more stringent percentages of minorities and women for all jobs. Our 
position was that the Commission's guidelines were adequate," explains John Summers, 
executive vice president, government relations for the National Association of Broadcasters. 
"But he is a good advocate for what he believes in. On an issue like that we understand where he 
is coming from." 
 
But some groups feel Leland's work on the important House Energy and Commerce 
Committee hasn't gone far enough. "They have been jumping up and down about minority 
ownership and employment. But we work with these companies everyday, we are always 
pressuring. His efforts could have been more effective if he worked with us on a regular basis," 
says Pluria Marshall, the president of the National Black Media Coalition. 
 
Yet it is in lobbying for minority ownership that Leland has had his greatest success. Earlier 
this year when Capital Cities Communications announced it was buying the American 
Broadcasting Companies Inc., Leland initiated a meeting of Cap Cities executives and minority 
investors to discuss any acquisitions by minorities or women. As a result, a television station and 
two radio stations are minority-owned. 
 
The Black Caucus, currently 20 Democratic members, has a role magnified beyond its 
numbers. It is regarded as representing a national constituency and acts as spokesman on a realm 
of topics touching minority America. 
 
Traditionally, the Caucus has boxed vigorously with the White House, whether its residents 
were Democrats or Republicans, and more often than not the Caucus has found itself 
shadow-boxing. 
 
That's true in the Leland regime. President Reagan hasn't met with the Caucus since 1981, but 
Leland met with him last December to discuss famine relief after the congressional trip to 
Ethiopia. 
 
"He immediately upon our request diverted a ship that was going to India with food to 
Ethiopia. I was really happy - for the first time proud - that President Reagan was our president. 
He was far greater concerned than I had seen him on any issue dealing with human beings. That 
was a rare occasion, I might add," says Leland. 
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Otherwise, he says, the relationship between the Caucus and the White House is "very 
bad" - then reconsiders and continues - "It is not bad, it is not good, it is nonexistent." Not 
meeting with the Black Caucus, says Leland, "is past being just insensitive. It is an evil character 
who refuses to spend time with people who have a deep abiding concern about humanity when 
we are in severe jeopardy." 
 
Each fall the Caucus sponsors a five-day round of panels, hearings, speeches and receptions. 
It's an unusual effort for a congressional body, and the events attract at least 10,000 people each 
year. "They come here to listen, they come here to help us develop agendas for the next year," 
says Leland. 
 
Some find romance. At the Caucus weekend three years ago, Leland met Alison Walton, then 
24 and a Georgetown University law student. Nine months later they were married. "Well, I 
wasn't about to marry an older woman," he says archly of the teasing that came because of the 
couple's age difference. Leland, who looks both impish and handsome, was considered quite a 
catch. He is broad-shouldered and muscular with just enough swagger to give his Giorgio 
Armani suits some personal flair. He has an expansive smile and his light green eyes have that 
"who-are-you-kidding" skepticism. 
 
Right now, the anticipation of fatherhood for the first time early next year makes Leland come 
alive even more than global questions. "One of the happiest occasions of my life was getting 
married and the knowledge I am going to be a father. I have always wanted to be a father," says 
Leland, who used to memorize the names of all the children of his fellow members of the Texas 
legislature, worked in the Big Brother program with a teenager in the Shaw area of Washington, 
and is trying to get a Presidential Medal of Freedom for David, the Houston youngster who spent 
most of his life living in a bubble. 
 
His interest in young people seems constant. A few nights ago, outside Sen. Claiborne Pell's 
(D-RI) home, Leland struck up a conversation in Spanish -which he has used on the House 
floor - with a student parking cars. "When he said he was from Puerto Rico, Mickey said, 'Did 
you know Raul Julia is inside?' The student's eyes just lit up and Mickey took the guy back 
inside," recounts Alison Leland. I turned to someone and jokingly said, 'This kid is probably 
coming over for dinner tomorrow night.”   
 
When he got in the car Mickey said, “We are having dinner together on Sunday." 
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Biographical Sketch 
George Thomas “Mickey” Leland 
   
George Thomas “Mickey” Leland was born November 27, 1944, in Lubbock Texas, to Alice and 
George Thomas Leland, II.  Growing up in a predominately African-American and Hispanic 
neighborhood, Mickey’s first experience with the “public” was in a segregated public school.   
 
At an early age, he, along with his mother and brother (William Gaston Leland), took up residence 
in the Fifth Ward of Houston, Texas.  As a student Mickey showed promise early.  He ranked in the 
top 10% of his class when he graduated in 1964 from Phyllis Wheatley High School in Houston, 
Texas.  While attending Texas Southern University (TSU) in the late 60’s Leland was a vocal leader 
of the local civil rights movement and brought national leaders of the movement to Houston.  He 
graduated from TSU’s School of Pharmacy in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy.  He 
served as an Instructor of Clinical Pharmacy at his alma mater from 1970-71.   
 
The TEXAS STATE LEGISLATURE: 
In 1972, Mickey Leland was elected to the State Legislature from the 88th District of Houston. He 
served in the Texas House of Representatives until 1978.  As a State Representative at the Texas 
State Capitol in Austin, Mickey became famous as the champion of health care rights for the poor.  
State Representative Leland was elected Vice Chairman of the Joint Committee on Prison Reform.  
His work included membership on the Labor, State Affairs, Human Resources committees, the 
Legislative Council and the Subcommittee on Occupational and Industrial Safety. 
 
The UNITED STATES CONGRESS: 
In 1978, Mickey was elected to the United States Congress from the 18th Congressional District in 
Houston, Texas.  Mickey’s ability to reach out to others with innovative ideas and to gain support 
from unlikely sources was a key to his success in effectively addressing the problems of the poor 
and minorities.  He met with Pope John Paul II about food aid to Africa and with Fidel Castro 
about reuniting Cuban families.  Mickey began his Congressional career as Freshman Majority 
Whip for the 96th Congress in 1979-80 and served as Majority Whip At-Large during the 97th 
Congress.  Mickey was appointed At-Large Whip by the House leadership for the 100th Congress.  
While in the United States Congress Leland chaired the House Select Committee on Hunger and 
the Subcommittee on Postal Operations and Services.  Leland was a member of the committee on 
Energy and Commerce, Health and Environment, Energy and Power, and Post Office and Civil 
Service.  He also served as a member of Subcommittees on Telecommunications and Finance, 
Postal Operations and Services, Compensation and Employment. 
 
The CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS AND DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE: 
Mickey was a member of the Democratic National Committee (DNC) from 1976-1985. In 1984, 
Mickey led an eight-member House delegation to Ethiopia on a tour of famine-stricken areas.  
Between 1985-86, Mickey served as Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus for the 99th 
Congress.  He served as Chairman of the DNC’s Black Caucus in 1985, and in that capacity, served 
on the DNC’s Executive Committee. 
 
In 1983 Mickey married Alison Clark Walton.  Mickey fathered three children Jarrett David and 
twins Austin “Mickey” and Cameron George.  
 
In 1988 Mickey was becoming increasingly active in international human rights and world hunger 
issues.  He worked endlessly to solve the problems of domestic and international hunger and 
malnutrition.  On August 7, 1989, Leland was leading another humanitarian mission when a plane 
carrying Mickey, members of his Congressional staff, State Department officials, and Ethiopian 
nationals to a United Nations refugee camp in Ethiopia crashed in a mountainous region.  There 
were no survivors. 
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Scope and Content Note  
 
The George Thomas “Mickey Leland Papers stored at the Jesse H. Jones School of Business. 
The collection includes correspondence, newspaper and magazine articles, photographs, 
tapes/slides and personal items of Mickey’s.  Some materials in the collection date from the early 
1970’s to the late 1980’s. 
 
The collection is divided into four series: Correspondence, Photographs, Tapes/Slides and 
Personal.  Much of the collection concentrates on Mickey’s congressional days.   
 
The correspondence consists of letters to and from Mickey to various members of Congress, 
constituents, friends and other elected officials.  The photographs consists of a large array of 
pictures of Mickey with various dignitaries including President Jimmy Carter, Menachem Began, 
Anwar Sadat, the 14th Dali Lama and Bishop Desmond Tutu. (A very small number of pictures have 
some water damage).  The tapes consist of interviews (video and audio) of Mickey regarding 
humanitarian trips he took, PSA’s and documentaries, and hunger related issues.  The slides 
contain pictures of Mickey on various humanitarian trips and at various function and events.  The 
personal items consists mainly of items that belonged to Mickey including a ’13 television, photo 
albums, signature stamps, posters, and items of Mickey’s from the plane wreck that killed him. 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
This series dates from 1977 through 1989 it consists of letters to and from Mickey to various 
members of congress, constituencies, friends, and various elected officials.  It also, contains 
Mickey’s schedule, various subject files, and newspaper, magazine and internet articles.  
Materials are arranged chronologically. 
 
Box Folder  Title       Dates    
1   1  (1977) Correspondence     1977 
1   2  (1979) Correspondence     1978- November-Jan. 1979 
1   3  Correspondence     1979-January 11-15 
1   4  Correspondence     1979-January 18  
1   5  Correspondence     1979-February 15-21  
1   6  Correspondence     1979-May 11-18 
1   7  (1980) Correspondence     1980-August 1-Sept 25  
1   8  Correspondence     1980-October 30  
1   9  Correspondence     1980-August 4 –Nov 20 
1 10 (1981) Correspondence     1981-January 
1 11  (1983) Correspondence     1983-May 11-25 
1 12  Correspondence     1983-Sept 27-Nov 10 
1 13  Correspondence     1983-Nov 1-Dec 12 
1 14 (1984) Correspondence     1984-April 10-June 21 
1 15  (1985) Correspondence     1985-June 13-August 13 
1 16  Correspondence     1985-August 13 
1 17  Correspondence     1985-November 15 
1 18  (1986) Correspondence     1986-April 22 
1 19  Correspondence     1986-December 
1 20  (1987) Correspondence     1987-June 3 
1 21  (1988) Correspondence     1988-February 2 
1 22  Correspondence     1988-August 15 
1 23  Correspondence     1988-November 18 
1 24  Correspondence     1988-December 13 
1 25  Correspondence     1988 
1 26  (1989) Correspondence     1989-March 20-23 
1 27  Correspondence     1989-May 11 
1 28  (1989) Correspondence     1989-May 4-June 11 
1 28(a)  Correspondence 
 
Schedule:  
1 29 (1981)  Schedule      1981-June-October 
1 30  (1987) Schedule      1987-Jan-Feb-April 
1 31  Schedule      1989-Feb 
1 32  (1989) Schedule      1989-August 
 
Subject Files: 
1 33  (1975) Press Release      1975 
1 34  Israel       1975 
1 35  (1979) Town-hall meetings     1979 
1 36  Solar Energy Project     1979 
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1 37  (1979) Press Release      1979 
1 38 (1980) Radio Scripts      1980 
1 39  Census       1980 
1 40 (1982) Census       1982 
1 41  H. RES. 424      1982 
1 42 (1983) Press Release      1983 
1 43 (1984) Press Release      1984 
1 44 (1985) Press Release      1985 
1 45 (1986) Energy       1986 
1 46  Communications     1986 
1 47 (1987) HR 1115      1987 
1 48 (1989) Travel and Tourism     1989 
1 49  Cuba       1989 
1 50  HR 2477      1989 
1 51  Speeches      1989 
1 52  Biographical Information     1989 
1 53 (1989) Humanitarianism     1989 
 
Newspaper/Magazine/Internet Articles: 
Box Folder  Title/Description     Dates    
 
1 01 (1973) Copy Houston Chronicle     1973-February 
   Page 13, Section 1 
1 02  Copy Forward Times     1973-May  
   HOMEBOY LEARNING 
1 03 (1976) Copy Houston Post      1976-January  
   “Plaques Presented” 
1 04 (1978) Copy Houston Forward Times    1978-April 
   as the camera saw it 
1 05  Copy Houston Forward Times    1978-April 
   Grocery Supply On Strike 
1 06  Mickey Leland REPORTS    1978-April June  
   Mickey’s Newsletter published during 65th 
Legislative Session 
1 07 Copy Houston Forward Times    1978-June 
   Election Scene 
1 08 (1979) Copy EX   PRESS Texas Southern University  1979-May 
   New face on Capitol Hill 
   Congressman Mickey off to running start 
1 09 Copy Houston Post      1979-July 
   Congressman seeks not to be ‘reed in the wind’ 
1 010 (1980) The Washington Post    1980-January  
   Deluxe Gathering “Ghetto, Grandeur and Blacks  
   In Western Art” 
1 011 (1981) CopyHouston Post      1981-May  
   Mickey Leland will be guest on channel 8’s  
   Friday local at 9 p.m. 
1 012 (1982) CopyHouston Post      1982-March 
   Leland adds spice to TSU founder’s day fete 
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1 013(1985) Net Houston Post      1985-November 
    Mickey Leland: Sharing Pieces Of A Dream 
1 014 Net Houston Post      1985-December 
   Congressional Report Card 
1 015 Net Houston Post      1985-December 
   Leland Calls Tax Vote Toughest Choice Yet 
   Needs of Poor, Oil Industry Force Legislator Into 
   Catch-22 Situation 
1 016(1986) Net Houston Post      1986-May 
   Rep. Leland Plans To Join Hunger Fight 
1 017 Net Houston Post      1986-May 
   Hunger Statement Wins Reagan ‘If It  
Were So Award’ 
1 018 Net Houston Chronicle     1986-May 
   Nearly five million join hand-in-hand  
1 019 Net Houston Post      1986-June 
   Leland Charges President ‘Ignorant’ About 
   Hunger Disputes Statements By Reagan 
1 020 Net Houston Chronicle     1986-June 
   25,000 join hands to help city’s hungry 
1 021 Copy TV Guide      1986-June  
   The Dream Deferred: Black Politics in Texas 
1 022 Net Washington Post     1986-October 
   Banners of the Black Caucus 
   Cheers for Sanctions Vote 
1 023 Net Washington Post     1986-October 
   Black Caucus Members Jubilant, Skeptical 
   Democrats’ Rightward Drift Tempers Exultation 
   Over New South African Sanctions 
1 024(1987) Net Washington Post     1987-March 
   A Night On The Grates 
1 025 Copy  American-Statesman    1987-April 
   Leland entertains ‘the troops’ in Berlin 
1 026 Net Washington Post     1987-May 
   Nakasone Making Amends To Blacks 
   Japanese Leaders Reported To Support Proposals 
   To Aid Minorities 
1 027 Net Washington Post     1987-May 
   No Room For The Repealer? 
1 028 Copy The Houston Chronicle    1987-July 
   Mickey Leland roast scheduled for Friday 
1 029(1988) Net Houston Chronicle     1988-February 
   Leland taking foe seriously/Challenger Spates 
   Shows congressman nomercy 
1 030 Net Houston Chronicle     1988-February 
   CAMPAIGN ‘88/Sen. Kennedy, Wright tell 
   group they’d vote for Leland if they could 
1 031 Net Houston Post      1988-February 
   LELAND HONORED BY PEERS 
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1 032(1989) Copy Seeds       1989-July/August 
   Mickey Leland Fighting Hunger From Capitol Hill 
1 033  The Christian Science Monitor   1989-August  
   “Mickey Leland and the Cuban Dilemma” 
1 034 Net Houston Post      1989-August 
   HE CHANGED STYLE, BUT NOT DIRECTION 
1 035 Net Houston Post      1989-August 
   MICKEY LELAND’S POLTICAL CAREER 
   FULL OF MEMORABLE HIGHLIGHTS 
1 036(1989) Copy Jet Magazine      1989-September  
   Leland’s Legacy: ‘He Died Trying To Feed 
   Starving Blacks’ Mickey Leland: 1944-1989 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
This series consists of a large array of actual photographs and xerox copies of photographs of 
Mickey with dignitaries national and international, local officials, family, friends, and constituents.  
In this series there are pictures of Mickey with President Jimmy Carter, Menachem Began, Anwar 
Sadat, the 14th Dali Lama, Bishop Desmond Tutu, Jim Wright, Tip O’Neil, Craig Washington, Ron 
Wilson, Ben Reyes, and Anthony Hall and many more.  This series also contains pictures of 
Mickey in different countries. 
 
Box Folder  Title/Description        
 
2   1  Mickey with Bishop Desmond Tutu, Jim Wright and  
various members of Congress 
2   2  Mickey with Menachem Began, Anwar Sadat, Tip O’Neil  
2   3  Mickey with President Jimmy Carter 
2   4  President Jimmy Carter, Menachem Began and Anwar Sadat 
2   5  Mickey with Jim Wright 
2   6  Mickey with President Jimmy Carter and members  
of the Congressional Black Caucus 
2   7  Mickey with the 14th Dali Lama 
2   8  Mickey with Walter Mondale and Andrew Young 
2   9  Mickey with Mike Dukakis & Lloyd Bentsen 
2 10  Mickey with Representative John Lewis 
2 11  Mickey with President Jimmy Carter and members of the House and Senate  
2 12  Mickey with Lloyd Bentsen, Anthony Hall and Ben Reyes 
2 13  Mickey with Rep. Emerson and the Select Committee on Hunger Hearing 
2 14  Mickey with Jack Brooks, Tip O’Neil, and Cecil Cooper 
2 15  Mickey at the steps of the Capital with his Republican colleagues 
2 16  Mickey at CBC Weekend with various people 
2 17  Mickey with Jack Brooks 
2 18  Mickey at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
2 19  Mickey with Houston Interns in the winter of 1986 
2 20  Mickey with Interns in 1989 
2 21  Mickey with Ben Reyes and Anthony Hall 
2 22  Mickey at Press Conference with Tip O’Neil speaking 
2 23  Mickey with Andrew Young and John B. Coleman ? 
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2 24  Mickey in group photo with Craig Washington, Ron Wilson,  
El Franco Lee, Jim Wright and four others. 
2 25  Mickey and Alison Leland 
2 26  Mickey with Eric Nelson 
2 27  Residents of Korem Ethiopia 
2 28  Mickey in the Republic of Gabon beating the drums 
2 29  Mickey with Ed Shannon and Mickey at Pilgrim Congregation 
2 30  Mickey at Harvard University 
2 31  Mickey with Manute Bol 
2 32  Mickey with John Denver 
2 33  Mickey in a tux 
2 34  Mickey with Amy Carter at National Student Campaign Against Hunger Event 
2 34  Mickey with Leon Panetta  
2 34  Mickey with Judy Collins at a hearing on the Hunger Relief Act of 1936 
2 34  Mickey speaking at hearing 
2 35  Mickey with Mikhail Gorbachev, Jim Wrights and unknown others 
2 36  Mickey with his family in 1986 
2 37  Mickey with Geraldine Ferraro  
2 38  Mickey with Norm Manetta and David Bonior 
2 38  David Bonior and other members of Congress 
2 39  Jack Russ in the Soviet Union (Foreign Affairs) 
2 40  Mickey with Rev. Allen, Hope Development Center, 5th Ward 1972 
2 41  Mickey with other members of Congress and the Senate 
2 42  Mickey at committee hearing  
2 43  Mickey in Africa on hunger relief mission 
2 43  Mickey with Ted Kennedy, Tip O’Neil, and others unknown. 
2 43  Mickey with Amy Carter and others unknown at National Student 
   Against Hunger rally. 
2 43  Mickey at press conference 
2 43  Mickey at hospital with others unknown 
2 43  Mickey at press conference 
2 43  Ethiopian mother and her child 
2 43  Mickey at a hearing with Mr. Fazio, Mrs. Burton, Mr. Panetta, 
Ms. Roukema, Mr.Emerson, Mr. Morrison 
2 44  Mickey attending orientation at the Kennedy School of Public Affairs 
   for newly elected members of Congress, Bob Garcia,  
Beryl Anthony, Vic Fazio, Mr. Lungren 
2 45  Mickey with Jim Wright, Brian Dennehy, and unknown others 
2 46  Mickey with Mobutu of Zaire 
2 47  Mickey with unknown lady and her two children and  
various other unknown people at clinic 
2 48  Mickey on the phone   
2 49  Mickey with the President of Nigeria 
2 50  Mickey at Postal Reorganization Hearing 
2 51  Mickey with Interns 
2 52  Mickey speaking at save Texas Southern University rally 
2 53  Mickey with other congressional colleagues 
2 54  Mickey with two unknown interns 
2 55  Mickey with other congressional colleagues 
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2 56  Mickey with others unknown 
2 57  Mickey with Gene Locke?? 
2 58  Mickey speaking at microphone unknown gentleman in background 
2 59  Mickey speaking with unknown gentleman  
three other unknown gentleman in the background 
2 60  Mickey playing basketball with unknown gentleman 
2 60  Mickey and an unknown gentleman riding a bike. 
2 61  Unknown woman with child on her back voting in Africa   
2 61  A boy, two men helping a man on crutches walk 
2 62  Mickey and his colleagues in the Soviet Union 
2 63  Mickey as a boy 
2 64  Mickey as a teenager 
2 65  Mickey with Jimmy Carter 
2 66  Mickey with Jesse Jackson 
2 67  Jack Russ 
2 68  Mickey at Democratic National Convention 
2 69  Mickey on famine relief mission in Ethiopia 
2 70  Mickey at Student Against Hunger Rally 
2 71  Mickey with Rodney Ellis and George and Barbara Bush 
2 72  Mickey speaking to a group of children 
2 73  Mickey with Bishop Desmond Tutu 
2 74  Mickey with Lee Brown 
2 75  Mickey on famine relief mission in Ethiopia holding a child 
 
Xerox Copies of Photographs: 
Box Folder     Title/Description     
2   01  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey posing with workers and people from the 
       community of Fifth Ward during the refurbishing 
      of the DeLuxe theater. 
2   02  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey visiting with artists and workers during  
      the preparations of the first exhibit at the DeLuxe 
2   03  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Barbara Jordan during Wheatly Alumni 
      Day at the DeLuxe 
2   04  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey visiting the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
2   05  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with children at annual Christmas party 
2   06  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey during cleanup of Fourth Ward. 
2   07  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with group on the steps of the Capitol 
2   08  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with interns.  
2   09  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Lela Johnson “This is Your Life” 
2 010  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey delivering a speech during the 1980  
Democratic National Convention 
2 011  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Ron Brown after Brown’s election as 
      Chair of the National Democratic Party 
2 012  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with President Jimmy Carter  
2 013  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Senator Ted Kennedy at Democratic 
      National Convention. 
2 014  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Senator Lloyd Bentsen, and  
Mike Dukakis 
 
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern University  15B4F10730056
2 15  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Oprah Winfrey and Alan Wheat at  
Congressional Black Caucus 
2 16  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with presiding over a committee 
2 17  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Jack Brooks 
2 18  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey presenting the budget for the Select  
Committee on Hunger 
2 19  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey in the Vice President’s Office with  
Walter Mondale, El Franco Lee, Larry Evans,  
Craig Washington, Ron Wilson, Sam Hudson,  
and others unknown 
2 20  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey arriving in the Soviet Union with other  
members of Congress including Ron Dellums,  
Bill Richardson 
2 21  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey attending press conference with Tip O’Neil 
      regarding the end of the 99th Congress 
2 22  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with President Jimmy Carter and members  
      of the Congressional Black Caucus 
2 23  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with Al Gore during a hearing on  
House Energy and Commerce 
2 24  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey speaking a rally 
2 25  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey speaking with unknown gentleman 
2 26  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with unknown man and woman 
2 27  *Xerox Copy-  Mickey with four unknown people 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey with son Jarrett at Ballot Box 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey with Senator Ted Kennedy 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey with President Jimmy Carter and  
members of the Congressional Black Caucus 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey with Craig Washington 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey with Anthony Hall and Ben Reyes 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey with Rep. Jack Fields and two other  
unknown gentlemen 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey at in his office on the phone 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey in the Republic of Gabon beating  
the drums 
2   Mounted Copy-  Mickey speaking  
2   Mounted Copy-  Alison Leland with twins Austin “Mickey”  
and Cameron George 
* Black and White Xerox Copy of Photograph. 
 
TAPES - AUDIO AND VIDEO/SLIDES: 
This series consists of 21 audio-tapes, 24 video-tapes and 18 boxes of slides.  The audio and 
video-tapes contains interviews of Mickey on humanitarian trips he took and PSA’s and 
documentaries.  The slides contain pictures of Mickey on various humanitarian trips, and at 
various functions and events. 
 
Audio Tapes: 
Box Tape Number Title/Description     
3  1  Audio-Tape- African-Ethiopian Alliance 
      Interview with Kathy Kiley 
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3  2  Audio-Tape- Commentary on Justice (Mickey Leland) 
3  3  Audio-Tape Congressional Task Force on Africa  
Interview with Kathy Kiley 
3  4  Audio-Tape- Ethiopia (PSA) 
3  5  Audio-Tape- Face-Off 
3  6  Audio-Tape Garang Press Conference 
3  7  Audio-Tape- Health Strategies for U.S. Children Lessons 
      from the Third World 
3  8  Audio-Tape Hunger-Interview with Phyllis Crocket  
3  9  Audio-Tape Hunger Committee 
3  10  Audio-Tape- Hunger Committee 
3  11  Audio-Tape- Just Say No To Drugs 
3  12  Audio-Tape KPAL- Programming 
3  13  Audio-Tape- Leland-Kooler Award 
3  14  Audio-Tape- Mark White for Governor 
3  15  Audio-Tape- Mozambique Trip- Interview with Seth Kantor 
3  16  Audio-Tape- Night-Line 
3  17  Audio-Tape- President Roosevelt Speaks At The N.I.H. 1940 
3  18  Audio-Tape- Saturday Morning General Session 
3  19  Audio-Tape- Sudan Press Conference 
3  20  Audio-Tape- “Tony Wayne” (Leland) 
3  21  Audio-Tape- USSR-Interview with Kathy Kiley 
 
Video Tapes: 
Box  Tape Number  Title/Description       
4   1  VHS-Tape-  A US Delegation led by Congressman 
4      Leland Visit to Ethiopia   
4   2  VHS-Tape-  “Aids Can I Get It” 
4   3  VHS-Tape- “ Afro-Cultural Forum” Editions 6 & 8 
4   4  VHS-Tape-  Barbara Jordan, Building Dedication   
4   5  VHS-Tape-  Crack Cocaine –War in the Neighborhood  
KTRK-TV 13 
4   6  VHS-Tape-  Democratic National Convention   
4   7  VHS-Tape-  Eclipse of Reason 
4   8  VHS-Tape-  Fair Compensation of the Federal Judiciary 
4   9  VHS-Tape-  Living the Dream “A Tribute to Martin 
      Luther King” Parts 1 and 2  (2 tapes) 
4   10  VHS-Tape-  “Lifeline in Danger” 
4   11  VHS-Tape  Mayor Bradley Roast  (2 tapes) (after 1st Bradley Gov. Race) 
4   12  VHS-Tape-  Mickey Leland Interviews CBS-NBC-CNN etc… 
4   13  VHS-Tape-  Mickey Leland-Religious Action 
      Center Speech-KPRC Kathy Whitmire 
4   14  VHS-Tape-  Our Finite World Mexico 
4   15  VHS-Tape- Politics Inc. Ms. Lesley Israel President 
      Mr. Deno Seder Producer. 
4   16  VHS-Tape-  Railroad Shipper Protection A Promise 
      Unfulfilled 
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4   17  VHS-Tape-  Representative Jack Fields PSA:30 
4   18  VHS-Tape-  South Africa- In Search of Moderation 
4   19  VHS-Tape-  Stuart Irby Sanctions and Aparthied 
    “A Firing Line Special from South Africa” 
4   20  VHS-Tape-  Summary of Quadrennial Salary 
      Review Commission on Executive Legislative 
   and Judicial Salaries. 
4   21  VHS-Tape-  The Campaign Group, Inc. 
4   22  VHS-Tape-  The Story of Gasoline Marketing 
4   23  VHS-Tape-  The Truth about Semi-Autos 
4   24  VHS-Tape-  Vietnam 88 Rep. Ortiz    
 
Slides: 
Box    Title/Description      
5 (Eighteen) boxes of slides of Mickey on humanitarian trips and at 
various functions and events with different people.   
 
PERSONAL: 
This series consists mainly of items that personally belonged to Mickey including a ‘13 black 
and white television, photo albums, stamps with Mickey’s signature, a desk lamp that was in his 
office.  It also contains items of Mickey’s from the plane wreck in Ethiopia that killed him.  
 
Personal Items: 
  Item Number  Title/Description        
 
1  Black and white ‘13 inch GE television 
2  Large red bowling bag 
3  Ten rubber stamps with Mickey’s signature, Houston congressional 
 address and Washington congressional address 
4 Brown photo album from Tamkang University 
5 Two red guest books  
6 Desk Lamp 
7 Brown and gold plaque 
8 Award from the National Association of Community 
Health Centers, Inc. 
9 Framed poster of Afar Herdsman Near Assab, Ethiopia 
13 months of Sunshine 
10 Framed poster 3rd Infantry – The Old Guard of the Army Fort Myers 
11 Framed poster Women of Courage Eunice Rivers Laurie 
12 Three framed posters- Exceptional Black Scientists Posters 
-Dr. Lloyd Ferguson 
-Dr. Augustus White 
-Dr. Jewel Plummer Cobb 
13 Framed picture of Mickey in the Republic of Gabon 
14 Three flag staffs 
15 Framed poster from the Museum of Modern Art American Landscapes 
16 Mickey’s chair (State of Texas Seal) 
17 Items from the plane wreck that belonged to Mickey 
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c
Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program –
Initiated by Congressman Leland over two decades ago, the
Mickey Leland Congressional Internship Program was
created to offer students the opportunity to experience our
nation’s legislative process first-hand. Since then, over 200
students from the University of Houston and Texas Southern
University have served as interns in the United States Senate
and the United States House of Representatives. Download
Congressional Internship Application
Top
Texas Legislative Internship Program (TLIP) – In 1990,
Texas State Senator Rodney Ellis, former Chief of Staff for
Congressman Leland developed this program for students of
Texas Southern University and students enrolled in higher
education institutions throughout Texas. During legislative
sessions students accepted into the TLIP program have
served in the offices of ranking members of the Texas
Legislature, Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court. Between legislative sessions,
interns serve in the offices of elected and appointed officials
at the municipal, county, and state levels, including the
Harris County Judge and the Mayor of Houston. Students
receive academic credit and a stipend for living expenses.
Since its inception, more than 320 students have interned
with members of the Texas State Legislature. Download
Texas Legislative Internship Application
Top
Mickey Leland International Enhancement Program
(MLIEP) – The Mickey Leland International Enhancement
Program was established in 2000 at Texas Southern
University in honor of the late Congressman Leland. The
purpose of this program is to provide undergraduate and
graduate students the opportunity to study abroad and
engage in other international exchange initiatives that
facilitate preparation for future careers in the global
workplace. Top
Mickey Leland Environmental Internship Program
(TNRCC) -
The Mickey Leland Environmental Internship Program was
established in 1992, to expose undergraduate and graduate
students to environmental issues and professional
opportunities
and to train and equip students for future careers as
environmental professionals. The program established in
honor of the late Mickey Leland’s effective efforts to
promote a clean and healthy environment, provides summer
internship opportunities for minorities, women and
economically disadvantaged students pursing
environmental, engineering, science-related, and public
administration studies at universities and colleges. This
program is a collaborative effort of Texas Chemical Council,
Texas Council of the American Electronic Association and
numerous private corporations. Top
U. S. Department of Energy Office of Fossil Energy
Mickey Leland EnergyFellowship In 2000 the Fossil
Energy Minority Education Initiative wasrenamed the
Mickey Leland Energy Fellowship by Secretary of Energy
BillRichardson, honor of Congressman Mickey Leland¹s
work. This fellowship provides students opportunities to
enhance their knowledge and gain hands-on experience
through 10 weeks of mentoring, leadership training and
work experience with energy industry partners and
government scientists. Students selected for this program
are exposed to the energy industry and government
scientists whose missions is to make coal, oil, and natural
gas, cleaner and more sustainable in the U. S. and the work.
Top
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This fellowship provides students opportunities to enhance
their knowledge and gain hands-on experience through 10
weeks of mentoring, leadership training and work
experience with energy industry partners and government
scientists. Students selected for this program are exposed to
the energy industry and government scientists whose
missions is to make coal, oil, and natural gas, cleaner and
more sustainable in the U. S. and the world. Top
The Leland Center is tax exempt under Sections 501 (c)(3)
and 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. In addition,
The Mickey Leland Center is exempt from taxation based
on Article 7150, Texas Civil statutes, and Section 11. 11 of
the Texas Tax Code.
©2001-2002 The Mickey Leland Center on World Peace and Hunger
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Texas Southern University
3100 Cleburne Avenue
Houston, Texas 77004
(713) 313-7370
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